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CULTURAL 
DIVERSITY

"The existence of 

different cultures in a 

given society." 



Cultural 
Diversity in 
SEA

With 11 countries in the Southeast Asian region, it's no surprise that 

there will be differences between two countries in more than just a 

few cultural aspects. 

With the rising trend for globalization and regional cooperation, there 

is now a challenge for countries to identify a way on how to 

cooperate with one another without blurring the lines that 

differentiate one culture from another. 



Brunei Darussala 

0%

Cambodia 

2%

Indonesia 

41%

Laos PDR 

1%

Malaysia 

5%

Myanmar 
8%

Philippines 

16%

Singapore
1%

Thailand 

11%

Timor-Leste 

0%

Vietnam 

15%

POPULATION OF SEA BY COUNTRY
*As of July 2017

m



CULTURAL DIVERSITY EDUCATION



Unilateral approach to cultural 
experiences 
When learning about differing cultures, students are 

usually only exposed to one side of the culture. This then 

propagates stereotypes and ignorance towards other 

cultural aspects.

Focus on linguistic differences
In the classroom, there is usually a focus on linguistic 

differences, which does not really immerse the 

students in the uniqueness of the culture.

CURRENT STRATEGY... AND 

WHY IT WON'T WORK



Thier, Michael. "A Method for Increasing International-Mindedness among 

High School and Middle School Students."

Intercultural empathy is
an important 21st-century
skill in a flattening world,

yet many classrooms do
not focus on this with
necessary regularity. 



possible 
solution? 

More immersive approach to cultural 

differences

Includes an open discussion with 

students from different cultures

Intercultural exchange to break down 

barriers 



Thier, Michael. "A Method for Increasing International-Mindedness among 

High School and Middle School Students."

By allowing students to engage in-

depth with a variety of cultures,

they learn to go beneath the
surface of a culture and identify
key, meaningful similarities and

differences between their cultures
and those they are studying. 



Students will have a better

worldview especially within

the Southeast Asian (SEA)

region

Eliminating stereotypical

views on other cultures

Learning becomes more

enjoyable and will be

retained more in their

memories as experiences

and not just lessons

EFFECTS 
ON THE 
STUDENTS



ACKNOWLEDGING THE SELF

ACKNOWLEDGING OTHERS 

Students should first identify themselves. Who am I? 

Where do I come from? What does my culture say about 

me? What does society expect of me?  

In this regard, students will have a sense of identity, a

'ground zero' for them within this multicultural region.

Students should then identify themselves in relation to 

others. This is where cultural comparisons take place. 

Usually, in a close region, we tend to have more similarities 

than differences, and knowing about these can help us 

overcome cultural barriers. 

In this regard, students will have a better sense of self as 

well as better awareness of the people in the same 

international community.

TWO PARTS



CULTURAL 
PRESENTATIONS

15 December 2017 

1:30 PM Bangkok Time



MECHANICS

Each school will have only 1 team, consisting of the coordinating teachers

and a maximum of 10 students. The 10 students in each team can be from 

different education levels. 

 

The students registered for presentation 1 must be the same students for 

presentation 2.

 

Coordinating teachers must submit the names and education levels of the 

participating students in this registration form: 

http://bit.ly/SEAANDMESTUDENTREG before 12 December 2017. 

 

Teams can use different kinds of media, such as a live show, a video, a 

powerpoint presentation,  or any mixed media. 

|

Presentations should be a minimum of 3 minutes long and a maximum 

of 10 minutes long.



MECHANICS

When a team is presenting, the coordinating teachers from other schools 

must fill out an evaluation form about the first team's presentation, which 

will be submitted to the facilitator. 

 

When presenting, please know the limits of your camera.  

 

We encourage the teams to think on how to execute their presentation in 

a unique and creative manner. 

 

After all of the presentations, there will be an open forum wherein 

students from one school can ask students from another school about 

clarifications on their presentation.



TOPICS

Traditions

Games

Songs

Dances

Traditional clothes

Traditional Music

Religion 

Food

*Teams are encouraged to present using at least 2-3 topics.



CRITERIA FOR PRESENTATIONS

1. Content (30%)
    The presentation must have a good knowledge and a good 

scope of the topics the teams have decided to discuss. 

2. Presentation (30%) 
    This will be judged on how the participants executed the 

presentation (clarity of voice, duration of presentation, visuals). 

3. Creativity (20%) 
     This will be judged based on the creativity and uniqueness of 

the concept for the presentation. 

4. Entertainment (20%) 
     This will be graded on how informative and how lively the 

other teachers and the judging committee will evaluate your 

presentation. 



REMINDERS

Please register your students' names and education levels in the 

registration form: http://bit.ly/SEAANDMESTUDENTREG 

(Deadline: 12 December 2017) 

 

Evaluation forms will be released to the teachers by 13 

December 2017. 

 

A copy of the presentation must be sent to the facilitator by 14 

December 2017. 

 

The evaluation forms must be submitted back to the facilitator by 

17 December 2017.



QUESTIONS?



NEXT SESSION

 SEA AND ME - CULTURAL 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

 

Time: 1:30 PM Bangkok Time (GMT+7) 

Meeting Number: 571 034 258 

Meeting Password: 1234 

Meeting Link:  
https://psmk.webex.com/psmk/k2/j.php? 

MTID=tcc3c5a6378a1da98cc4ade589155b6ba



seasiaandme.wordpress.com 

keishia@seameo.org


